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TRAVELLING IN A HOT AIR
BALLOON FEELS WONDERFUL.

IT'S THE NEXT BEST THING TO
FLYING. WAY UP IN THE SKY,

ALL YOU CAN HEAR IS SILENCE.
THERE IS NO SENSATION OF SPEED
NOR FLOATING UP IN THE AIR,

IT SEEMS THAT IT IS NOT YOU WHO
IS MOVING BUT THE EARTH,
WHICH SEEMS TO SLIP FARTHER
AND FARTHER AWAY BELOW YOU,
WHILE SPINNING UPON ITSELE
BELOW IS THE HUSTLE AND BUSTLE
OF MODERN SOCIETY BUT ABOVE IS
THE TRANQUILLITY OF A PEACEFUL
ADVENTURE, A BREATH OF FRESH
AIR IN A FAST-PACED WORLD.

Text Gonzalo Nadal
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LL THOSE WHO HAVE ENJOYED this experience

consider it to be amazing and unforgettable,

while enthusiastically recommending that

everyone should try it, at least once in their lives.

Passengers climb into the baskets as clients but
leave as true members of the crew, as they are all involved, in
one way or another, in the piloting of the balloon.

For the first time in history, the hot air balloon enabled
man to fulfil his lifelong dream of being able to fly. It was, and
still is, a magical, peaceful experience. Balloons never became
a popular form of transport, as they cannot be steered - in
other words, they are always at the mercy of the direction of
the wind - yet this peculiar characteristic is precisely what
lends them their magic and romance. Today's hot air balloons
were first used after the Second World War. They became an
extraordinarily safe way to fly, as not only did they have no
mechanical elements that could break down, but also they
were made of highly specialised materials. The actual balloons
are made of a special nylon material, which is very resistant
to the high temperatures and the pressure to which they are
subjected whilst in the air. The basket is made of wicker, a
material which is not only very attractive, but also extremely
strong and flexible.

Over the last fifteen years, many companies have sprung
up in Spain and all over the world, selling hot air balloon trips
to private clients and giving them a bird’s eye view of the land
where they live during two-hour long reasonably priced
flights - much less than it cost the Montgolfier brothers in the
late XVIII century. These enterprising French engineers made
a hot air balloon out of paper and, using a gas much lighter
than air, they managed to lift the balloon off the ground to a
height of fifteen metres during their first attempt, thus
inventing the aerostatic balloon. Their second attempt
involved the use of animals as passengers - a sheep, a duck
and a cockerel - and when they landed, safe and sound, Joseph
and Jacques Montgolfier decided that the moment had come
to try it out with people. It is not hard to imagine what it must
have meant at that time for a man to be able to fly, something
only birds had been able to do until then. The great day, which
represented a milestone in the histery of mankind, was the
21st November 1783, when the Frenchmen Jean Pilatre and







